
 106.5 - Page 1 of 5  
 

POLICY 
106.5 OBSERVER RIDING PROCEDURES 
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CFA STANDARDS: 14.15 
 

REVIEWED: AS NEEDED 
 
THIS VERSION EFFECTIVE DATE: 
DECEMBER 18, 2024 

A. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to create guidelines for the control and administration of requests 
to ride as observers with members of the Fort Lauderdale Police Department. 

B. POLICY 

The Fort Lauderdale Police Department recognizes the educational benefit in allowing 
observers to ride with non-probationary officers and detectives. Observers will be required to 
adhere to the guidelines and criteria established in this policy. Members shall follow 
Department Policy 112.2 - Access to Criminal Justice Information, regarding documents 
containing CJI. 

C. DEFINITIONS 

1. Observer 

Any individual requesting the opportunity to access, interact, and observe agency 
personnel in the performance of their duties. 

2. Ride-Along 

Any individual requesting the opportunity to observe the operations of the Fort 
Lauderdale Police Department by riding with members of the Fort Lauderdale Police 
Department.   

D. PARTICIPATION REQUIREMENTS 

1. Observers must be at least eighteen (18) years of age, and meet one of the following:  

a. Currently enrolled in a Criminal Justice Program. 

b. Currently enrolled in a Citizen on Patrol or Community Forum program 
conducted by the FLPD. 

c. Have an articulable benefit to the Police Department as determined by the 
Chief of Police, or designee. 

d. Have expressed an interest in employment with the Fort Lauderdale Police 
Department as demonstrated by one of the following: 
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(1). Submission of an application for employment within the Police 
Department. 

(2). Active-duty military personnel with an expressed interest in the 
Department without application for employment. 

2. All observers will complete the "Request for Permission to Ride as an Observer" form 
and sign a copy of the Instructions and Rules list. 

3. All observers will be required to submit to a complete criminal history check to include 
an NCIC/FCIC wants/warrants check prior to riding as an observer. 

4. The approval for a ride-along should be commensurate with the hiring policy 
requirements and any deviation shall be approved by a Captain or higher-ranking 
officer. 

4. All observers shall be required to always display an Observer ID card on their outer 
clothing while riding as an observer.  This ID card will identify the observer to other 
police officers and the public. The ID cards will be maintained in Property Control and 
signed out by the officer/detective assigned to the observer.  The officer/detective will 
be responsible for the return of the ID card to Property Control. 

5. All observers will be required to be attired in appropriate dress. Collared shirt and slacks 
are suggested. Tee shirts, shorts, leggings, and other inappropriate clothing are 
prohibited.  Permission to ride as an observer may be withdrawn by a supervisor if the 
observer is dressed inappropriately. 

6. All observers shall remain under the direct supervision of the assigned officer/detective. 
Observers will remain in the vehicle unless authorized by the officer/detective to exit 
the vehicle.  As permitted under F.S.S. 901.18, police officers making lawful arrests 
may command the aid of persons he/she deems necessary to make the arrest. However, 
observers shall not take active roles in the apprehension of suspects unless 
circumstances dictate that the offender will be able to successfully resist the arrest 
without such aid.  Observers are prohibited from taking an active role in in-progress 
calls or the searching of suspects. Observers are prohibited from entering crime scenes 
without the consent of a supervisor. Observers shall not handle evidence or establish 
any dialog with suspects, witnesses, arrestees, or victims.  Any violation by the observer 
can result in the immediate termination of the authorization to ride as an observer. 
Termination of authorization can be initiated by any supervisor. 

7. Civilian observers shall not be permitted to carry or possess a firearm or weapon with 
them during the period they are riding, regardless of any permits or licenses they may 
hold.  

8. Civilian observers are prohibited from recording or live-streaming any portion of a 
ride-along on any type of media, even for personal use. 
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E. APPROVAL PROCESS 

1. Upon receipt of a ride-along request, it will be routed to the Station Report Unit 
Sergeant for proper review and dissemination. 

2. Permission MUST be obtained at least two (2) days in advance from the Shift Lieutenant 
of the district or the captain of the unit in which the observer wishes to ride.  A 
completed "Request for Permission to Ride as an Observer" form must be submitted at 
that time. 

F. OFFICER RESPONSIBILITIES 

1. The assigned officer is responsible for the safety and immediate supervision of the 
observer and be aware that the observer will be expecting information and direction. 

2. Officers assigned an observer shall advise Regional Communications that an observer 
will be riding with them prior to engaging in police activity. 

3. Officers are required to log off or initiate a session lock (i.e. lock their Mobile Data 
Terminal [MDT]) when leaving the conveyance. All MDTs must utilize multi-factor 
authentication.  

4. When in use, officer must position the laptop (MDT)  in a way to prevent unauthorized 
indiviuals from accessing and viewing the screen. 

5. The officer shall utilized all measures to safeguard and prevent observers from accessing 
and  viewing criminal history information and should refrain from utilizing software 
that would expose Personal Identifiable Information (PII). 

6. Officers/detectives responding to in-progress calls for service shall: 

a. Direct the observer to remain with or in the vehicle, or 

b. Drop the observer off at an open and well-lit place of business. If the 
officer/detective chooses this option, they will immediately notify Regional 
Communications of the situation, and a supervisor or other officer will be 
dispatched to collect the observer and transport them to headquarters.  

G. SUPERVISOR RESPONSIBILITIES 

1. Sergeants or higher authority shall complete the NCIC/FCIC background check. 

2. The Station Report Sergeant shall coordinate with prospective observers to inform 
them of available times and location to conduct the criminal history check. 

3. The Station Report Sergeant will ensure that the Request for Permission to Ride as an 
Observer and Hold Harmless/Indemnity Agreement form is completed by the observer 
and that all observers sign a copy of the Instructions and Rules. 
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4. Observers will be assigned to non-probationary officers/detectives on a volunteer basis, 
when possible.  During the two (2) day advance notice, every effort will be made to 
assign the observer to a shift/area which both satisfies the need/objective of the 
observation and assists in locating a volunteer officer.  If volunteers are not located, 
observers will be assigned by supervisors.   

5. On the date of the ride-along, a supervisor shall ensure that the observer is in fact the 
person authorized to ride and conduct a new NCIC/FCIC wants/warrants check.  

6. On the date of the ride-along, the Shift Lieutenant shall evaluate the NCIC/FCIC results, 
and criminal history review to determine if the observer meets the requirements of the 
observer rider program. 

7. Once approved by the Shift Lieutenant, the Request for Permission to Ride as an 
Observer and Hold Harmless/Indemnity Agreement, NCIC/FCIC and criminal history 
review, and the signed copy of the Observer Riders’ Instruction and Rules list shall be 
forwarded to the appropriate briefing sergeant.  

8. Once the observer is assigned, the briefing sergeant shall provide the observer with a 
copy of the Instructions and Rules and will forward all observer related paperwork to 
the Station Report Sergeant for digital tracking and record keeping purposes.    

9. The Station Report Sergeant shall maintain a digital spreadsheet containing the names 
of observers and their ride-along date(s).      

10. Upon completion of the ride-along, all documents including the authorization approval 
forms, signed copy of the Instructions and Rules list etc. will be sent to the secretary 
assigned to the Patrol Division for secure storage, and will be retained according to State 
Retention Schedules. 

H. LIMITATIONS 

1. Observers are limited to one ride in any six-month period.  Exceptions may be granted 
by a lieutenant or higher authority for reasonable cause.  Examples include, but are not 
limited to prospective employees, homeowner association members, student interns, 
educational projects, or surveys. 

2. Members of Department employee’s family are prohibited from riding as an observer 
with that employee but may be assigned to ride with other officers/detectives. 

3. Any deviation from the established criteria and procedures of this policy must be with 
the authorization of a captain or higher authority. 
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REQUEST FOR PERMISSION TO RIDE AS OBSERVER 
AND 

HOLD-HARMLESS / INDEMNITY AGREEMENT 

The undersigned, being over the age of eighteen, does hereby request the Fort Lauderdale Police Department for permission to ride, as 
an observer only, in an authorized Fort Lauderdale Police Department motor vehicle. This observation is for the purpose of educational 
benefit. If permission is granted, I hereby agree to obey at all times all instructions, orders, and commands given me by the officer or 
officers in command of any vehicle in which I may be riding. I fully realize and appreciate the basic nature of law enforcement work and 
the possibility that situations will arise which might result in my being exposed to the danger of physical or emotional harm or injury, 
including, but not limited to, motor vehicle accidents. I knowingly and voluntarily accept these risks.  I understand that my observation 
may be terminated at any time without notice by the Fort Lauderdale Police Department. 

WHEREFORE, in consideration of the educational benefit to the below named person and the granting of the above request, the 
undersigned hereby agree to hold the City of Fort Lauderdale, its Commission, the Fort Lauderdale Police Department and its Chief, 
employees, agents and servants harmless from any and all liability for personal or emotional injury or property damage, whether proximate 
or remote, sustained during the period of time said person may be in the capacity of an observer, as aforesaid. Furthermore, the 
undersigned agree to indemnify the City of Fort Lauderdale, its Commission, the Fort Lauderdale Police Department and its Chief, 
employees, agents and servants from any and all damage, actions, suits, claims or demands of whatsoever kind, made by or on behalf 
of any person or entity, as a result of the City of Fort Lauderdale granting the below named person the status as Observer, including but 
not limited to reasonable attorney fees and costs. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Print Name DOB Race/Sex Drivers License #, State 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address City State, Zip Code 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Local address (if different than above) Local daytime phone # Local evening phone # 
 

District  1 2 3 
____________________________________________________________________________Shift 1 2 3  
Social Security # Day requested Date requested (circle shift) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Reason For Riding as Observer 

______________________________________________ __________________________________________ 
Signature: Observer Unit Requesting (name of person or unit initiating) 

 

NCIC/FCIC, CRIMINAL HISTORY COMPLETED Date: ________________ Done by____________________ 
                                                                                                             CCN 
      

Approved: Lieutenant _______________________________ CCN# _______ Date: ______________________________ 

Not Approved: Lieutenant ____________________________ CCN#_______ Reason: ___________________________________ 

 

Observation Time: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 (Day) (Date) Shift # 

Unit Assigned: ____________________________ 

Distribution: ORIGINAL: Station Report Sergeant / Patrol Secretary        COPY: Observer 
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